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lain or fancy. Semerimes we see

through ir, somerimes we don'r. Every

year, San Francisco Bay-area artiscs,
manufacturers, and designers find new ways
to exploit its beauty and funceionaliry. Glass is
arguably the most versatile and artful marerial
used in home design.
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“In additon to beaury, a top consideraton
when clients select glass is whether srandard,
safety, or tempered is best, especially below
counter height,” says Scoer Martin, principal of
San Francisco's Blue Plum Design, an art gal-
lery and kicchen design center affiliated with
the San Francisco Design Cenrer. Martin uses
German, ITrafian, and American systems and
finishes ro creare custom, environment-friendly
kirchen and bath cabinerry. Blue Plum clients
benefic frem ardistic innovation such as unique
“green” countertops—in materials from glass to
paper and hemp. A popular trend is for artists
to embed objects and fiber-optics in glass,

Whether glass cabinet doer inserts should be
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are in for a treat with glass’ many forms.and functions

teansparent, translucent, or reflective is another

consumer decision, as ULS. manufacrurers now
offer glass sryles far beyond the standard reed, wa-
ter, clear, and froszed. Martin points cut that verti-
cally shallow cabinets are easier o light, and many
cabinet boxes are being installed horizonzally. A
German cabiner concepr gaining acceprance in
the Bay area is all-glass, made reflective by a lac-
quered back and hung withour a visible frame.

Carolyn Walker Davis, AIA of CWD/Archi-
tects, San Rafael, says it is almost a local stan-

” Sparkiling with
parsorality — the

versatllity of glass
adds gramour ard
style to any room.

(% An ordinary ceiting
fan becomas $0 much
more with the added
dazzle of glass
detailing.

dard te raise the ceiling in local remodel proj-
ects to accommodare the 8-foos-high windows
and door frames char ler in the Marin hiillside
and water views. She uses skylights in hallways
or rooms with fewer than rwe oueside walls
for both light and energy savings. “In temper- -
ate Nerthern California, operable skylights are
useful—ro allow remperature adjustments and
air low,” she says.

She personally experienced muldple benefits
of a glass barvier when she had a library-style
pocker door installed berween her dining room
and kitchen. “Talk about functionality; the

www.fromhousetohome.com



I This artichoke-inspired chandelier provides an
elegant glow, as well as a stunning focal point,

glass pocket door helps keep kids in and pers
out. It lets kicchen light invo the dining room
and does an excellent job containing noise and
cooking odors,” she says.

Walker Davis wanted the remodel of her own
home to include green features wich updared
Euto-styling, so her fest collaboration with
Martin was her own kicchen redesign.

Both archicect and designer Like richly col-
ored, glass subway dles, If translucent, as wich
the macte-finish blues and deep greens locally
popular in Asian or spa-influenced rooms,
Marrin cautions a toothless crowel should be
used to install chem.

Every year, San Francisco
Bay—area arlists, manufac-
turers, and designers find

new ways to exploit [glass']

-

beauty and functionality

Glass dividers sec in a ceiling channel, simi-
lar to, bur more ¢legant than, hocel banquer
room-dividers, create temporary smualler spaces
in large rooms. Martin says the Swiss innova-
tion is perfect to close off mini-kitchens in cozy,
modern San Francisco lofts and in elegant sub-
urban guest quarters when not in use.

Glass i3 viral ro most designer lighting fix-
tures. Ticle 24 energy reguladons have spurred
manufacturers to create more beauriful fuo-
rescent fixrures in glass, according te Marrin.
Since every home needs ac [east one killer light
fixture, Walker Davis’ favorite is an arcichoke
chandelier by Danish arrist Louis Poulsen.
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